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NATURAL SCIENCE CENTER OF GREENSBORO
Background information
The Natural Science Center is a not-for-profit organization committed to excellence in science education by providing the community with a dynamic, experiential and family-focused attraction designed to inspire scientific curiosity and encourage personal discovery about life and the natural world. Visitors to the Center enjoy a variety of science based attractions. 
The Natural Science Center opened to the public in 1957 as a small science museum managed by the Junior League of Greensboro. The City of Greensboro Park and Recreation department assumed management the following year and continued to manage the facility until 1989. At that time the Natural Science Center took over management as a 501(c) 3 not-for-profit, but retained a public-private partnership with the city as the building resides on city property. Over the years the science museum has greatly expanded to include many new galleries and live animal exhibits. Then in 2007 under the supervision of a new Executive Director the Center opened Animal Discovery. Animal Discovery is an 11-acre zoological park that features rare and exotic animals as well as some more familiar native species. 
The Natural Science Center of Greensboro is a 65,000 square-foot science museum which includes a 40-foot dome theater with front dome 3D capability, a gift shop, artifact exhibits and live animal exhibits. Animal Discovery features tigers, gibbons, wallabies, meerkats and others. The zoo is fully accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and the museum is accredited by the American Association of Museums. These accreditations ensure that the Center meets the zoo and museum highest standards which provide benefits to our visitors and members.
Maintaining a facility of this capacity requires competitive admission prices to offset expenses. The expendable dollars of the community provide the support for the NSC to adequately house and care for the collections both living and non-living. The staff acknowledges that not all entities within the community are able to absorb the full admission price to visit the Center. Therefore, we have established a Group Visit Scholarship Assistance Fund for organizations to apply for financial assistance to assist with or offset the admission prices.
COMMUNITY SERVICE GRANT 

GRANT STRATEGY

Grants are awarded to organizations who are not financially able to absorb the admission costs at the Natural Science Center. Grants are awarded as in-kind passes for the Center. Passes are valued at partial or total admission ticket prices. Passes must be used within one year of the date awarded, but do not need to be used on a single visit.  Any not-for-profit organization may apply; funding is not limited to child-affiliated organizations. Grants are based on financial need only.
Grants are awarded twice per calendar year. The spring applications are due February 28, 2012 and fall grant applications are due September 28, 2012. Funds will be awarded two weeks after application deadline. Award notifications will be sent via email. 
ELIGIBILITY FOR FUNDING
Organizations must meet the following eligibility requirements in order to apply.
· Only one proposal per grant cycle may be submitted by an organization 
· Only organizations that are classified as nonprofit charitable organizations under section 501(c) (3) of the IRS code or are affiliated with another tax-exempt organization
· Organizations may be awarded partial or full gratis admission once per year

· Organization exists to assist the financially oppressed

· Any not-for-profit may apply, preference will be given to local organizations
FUNDING RESTRICTIONS
The Natural Science Center does not award funding/passes for:

· Individuals

· Organization’s Fundraising efforts

· OmniSphere shows
· Educational Programs

· Outreach Programs
· Traveling Exhibitions

· Birthday Parties

· Workshops

Application

This application must be used by agencies requesting funding from the Natural Science Center Group Visit Scholarship Assistance Fund.  An application is required for each organizational program. 
GENERAL INFORMATION

Date: __________________________
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PROJECT NARRATIVE

1. Define the program you provide and any fees for services associated with this program.
2. Describe the organization’s mission and goals:
3. Describe the very specific need that is being addressed by this program:

4. Describe the specific target group/client that is served by this program:

5. Include any other pertinent information the panel will need to make a funding decision on this request.

PROJECT BUDGET
Please list all anticipated funding sources for this project:
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Natural Science Center

Total Funding Requested:


Does your organization have an annual outside audit?   
____Yes   ____ No    If no, please explain:
Please include the following items with your grant submission
· Copy of your most recent audit

· Copy of your  501 (c) (3) designation letter
· Most recent complete 990 form
Signatures of Executive Director and Primary Contact for the grant are required.  
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